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U S. CHARGES MEMBERS OF ‘ MURDER UNIT' CREW W TH
RACKETEERI NG TRIPLE HOM Cl DE, ATTEMPTED ARSON,
EXTORTI ON, DRUG DEALI NG AND FI REARMS VI OLATI ONS

JAMVES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York, KEVIN P. DONOVAN, the Assistant
Director in Charge of the New York O fice of the FBI, and RAYMOND
E. KELLY, the New York City Police Conm ssioner, announced today
t he Superseding I ndictnent of three nenbers of the “Murder Unit”
crew, a violent street gang that operated in the vicinity of
157" Street and Gerard Avenue in the Bronx, with wide-ranging
racketeering and other charges relating to a triple hom cide,
attenpted arson, extortion, drug dealing, and various firearns
of f enses.

The 14-count |ndictnent charges CHAROD BECTON, al/k/a
“Christian Harris,” a/k/a “Fans,” a/k/a “58,” alk/ia “5,” alkla “5
Easy,” a/k/a “Freddrick Prince,” a/k/a “Da God,” al/k/a “Sharod

Becton,” a/k/a “Charrod Becton,” a/k/a “Sharrod Becton,” a/k/a



“Christian Becton,” (hereinafter, “CHAROD BECTON' or “BECTON’);
DARRYL HENDERSON, a/k/a “D-Boss,” a/k/ia “D,” alkl/a “Dee,” alkla
“2001,” al/kl/a “Tariq Henderson,” (hereinafter, “DARRYL HENDERSON
or “HENDERSON’); and AM N WLSON, a/k/a “Edy Amn,” alk/a “Id
Amn,” a/k/a "Edy,” al/k/a “Edi,” alkl/a “Wody,” a/k/ia “13,"
(hereinafter, “AMN WLSON' or “WLSON'), with participating in a
racketeering enterprise from 1996 up to and including the
present.

According to the Indictnment, Murder Unit was a gang
that operated principally in the vicinity of 157" Street and
Gerard Avenue, the Bronx, and that the crimnal activity of
Murder Unit nenbers included, anong other things, the protection
and mai nt enance of territory over which the gang clai med control.
Menbers of Murder Unit allegedly asserted their control by
di stributing narcotics in the vicinity of 157" Street and Gerard
Avenue and by allegedly allow ng only persons associated with
Murder Unit to distribute narcotics in the area. Oher persons
who wi shed to distribute narcotics in that area either had to pay
extortionate rent or neet violent consequences, it was charged.

The I ndi ctnent charges that on January 21, 2002,

BECTON, HENDERSON and W LSON participated in a conspiracy to

seize cocaine froma drug dealer’s apartnment at 690 Gerard

Avenue. According to the Indictnment, HENDERSON and BECTON used

force to enter the apartnent, tying up the occupants — Louise

Butler, Rico Crosby, and Misies Perez — and fatally stabbing each
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of themmultiple tines. The Indictnment alleges that after
killing the three victinms, HENDERSON and BECTON turned on the
apartnent’s gas stove to full as candles were Iit. BECTON and
HENDERSON then fled with stolen cocaine, first finding refuge at
a New Jersey hotel and then taking a train fromNew York Cty to
M am , Florida.

According to the Governnent, at a Novenber 8, 2002,
bail hearing for BECTON in connection with the narcotics
charges that were contained in the initial Indictnent before
Chief United States District Judge M CHAEL B. MJUKASEY of the
Southern District of New York, a fourth participant in the
conspiracy was arrested in Septenber 2002 but after giving a
post-arrest statement commtted suicide while incarcerated at the
Metropolitan Correctional Center. Bail at the Novenmber, 8, 2002,
hearing and at a subsequent appeal hearing was deni ed for BECTON.

At that same bail hearing, it was reveal ed that on one
occasion in 1999, BECTON was arrested in the gang’s territory
while wearing a bullet-proof vest. BECTON is also a suspect in a
1998 shooting in which an innocent bystander was shot with errant
fire froman M16 rifle.

The Indictnent al so charges BECTON and WLSON with
extorting drug deal ers who sold narcotics in the vicinity of

157'" Street and Gerard Avenue and with illegally possessing



and/or using firearnms. All three defendants are al so charged
with participating in a narcotics conspiracy. Additionally,
WLSON is charged with acting as an accessory after the fact to
t he January 21, 2002, robbery and nurder.

The case is currently pendi ng before Judge MJKASEY.

| f convicted of the charges in the Indictnent, BECTON
and WLSON each face a mandatory term of 15 years’ i nprisonnment
and a maximumtermof life inprisonnment, and HENDERSON faces a
mandatory termof 5 years’ inprisonment and a nmaxi mumterm of
[ife inprisonment.

M. COMEY praised the investigative efforts of the FB
and the NYPD. M. COMEY said the investigation is continuing.

Assistant United States Attorney DANNIEL M G TNER is in
charge of the prosecution.

The charges contained in the indictnment are nerely
accusations, and the defendants are presunmed i nnocent unless and
until proven guilty.

03-168 HHt#



